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bromine and iodine. Wood ashes are a source
of potash, which is used as a fertilizer.
ASHANTI, a sliatm'te, a district in West
Africa which has been a part of the Gold
Coast colony since 1896. Formerly, when
the latter occupied only a narrow strip along
the Atlantic Ocean, Ashanti was a small,
independent negro kingdom north of it. Now
its location is south of the central part of the
Gold Coast (see map, africa), and it is
about 24,400 square miles in area. The na-
tives number about 578,000, and they prac-
tice polygamy. Local government is con-
trolled on the tribal plan, each tribe having
its headman. Ancestor worship and nature
worship predominate.
The country is rich in forest and the soil
is very fertile. The natives raise yams, fruit,
grains and cocoa, and there is a considerable
rubber industry. They are skilled in some
branches of metal work and in weaving.
Ashanti is a British possession. Since
about 1826 England's influence has been
paramount, and it has been undisputed since
1872, when Holland ceded the G-old Coast
to Britain. Numerous native insurrections
have occurred, but there has been tranquillity
since 1901.
ASH'BURTOIN", alexander baring, Lord,
(1774-1848), a prominent English financier
and diplomat. For many years before the
death of his father he was in the firm of
Baring Brothers, and on his father's death
he became its head. While on a trip to the
United States he met and married Anne
Bingham, the daughter of a United States
Senator; and when, in 1842, the disagree-
ment between the United States and Great
Britain in regard to the northeast and north-
west boundary lines had reached a crisis,
Ashburton, by reason of Ms American mar-
riage and his familiarity with American
ideas, was appointed to attempt the read-
justment of the difficulty. The Webster-
Ashburton Treaty which was negotiated
averted the possibility of war. See webster-
ashburton treaty; webster, daniel.
ASHEVILLE, ash'wl, N. C., a famous all-
the-year health and pleasure resort, the coun-
ty seat of Buncombe County, 2,250 feet above
sea level. The city is on the Southern Rail-
way, 210 miles west of Raleigh, the state
capital. The railroad has four lines radiating
from Asheville, and here are division of-
fices and repair shops.
The city's chief claim to fame is in the
 surrounding scenery. Within a hundred miles
are over sixty mountain peaks; Mount
Mitchell, the highest point in the eastern
'United States, is reached by rail. The main
industries include the making of rayon,
cotton products,, homespun woolen suiting,
hosiery, caskets and dimension, lumber.
Among the leading schools are the Asheville
Normal and Teachers College and the Ashe-
ville School for Boys. On Pack Square are
located the beautiful city hall and county
building, and The Pack Memorial and
Sondley Libraries. Asheville is famous as a
tourist and health center and draws thous-
ands of visitors every season. The town was
founded in 1797 and incorporated as a city
in 18S3. Population, 1930, 50,193.
ASHLAND, ky., a city in Boyd County,
144 miles northeast of Cincinnati, on the
Chesapeake & Ohio Railway, and one inter-
urban line. It is a manufacturing city, its
principal industries being the manufacture
of iron, steel and coke and their allied
products. It has large rolling mills and re-
fractories. Leather is another important
industry. The city's educational and recrea-
tion facilities are excellent. Population,
1930, 29,074.
ASHLAND, WiS.., a city in the northern
part of the state and the county seat of
Ashland County, on Chequamegon Bay,
Lake Superior. Five railroads serve the
city—the Chicago & Northwestern, the Min-
neapolis, Saint Paul & Sault Sainte Marie,
the Northern Pacific, the Chicago, Saint
Paul, Minneapolis & Omaha, and the Duluth,
South Shore & Atlantic. There are great
ore docks fronting the fine harbor, and the
city's lake commerce is extensive. The city
has large wood-working plants, paper mills,
iron works and briquet factories, also rail-
road machine shops. In addition to the
city's excellent public schools and libraries,
Northland College offers facilities for higher
education. Four city parks covering 150
acres provide opportunities for healthful
recreation.
The town was settled in 1854, and received
a city charter in 1887, It is governed by a
mayor and council. Population, 1930,
10,622.
ASHTABULA, ash ta bvflah, ohio, a city
in Ashtabula County, three miles from Lake
Erie on Ashtabula River, fifty-four miles
northeast of Cleveland and 129 miles south-
west of Buffalo. It is served by the New

